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Abstract

The region of Talouine has witnessed a remarkable spatial dynamism in the construction and reshaping
of its rural landscapes, driven by spatial, economic, and social transformations. The mountainous
landscapes have also been influenced by programs aimed at upgrading territorial resources, which
represent the main instruments through which various actors intervene to restructure this space in response
to the expectations of local populations—populations that continue to suffer from structural deficiencies in
infrastructure development.

In light of the ongoing transformations affecting the key factors shaping the mountainous rural
landscape, the diversification of territorial product options emerges as a crucial strategy for enhancing and
restructuring the rural environment. Particular emphasis has been placed on saffron, whose production
chain has undergone significant modernization at the local level.

This article focuses on selected cases of landscape reconfiguration in mountainous areas and the
varying impacts of such processes, tracing the major patterns of territorial restructuring in Talouine. It
highlights the importance of key territorial resources such as garlic—an introduced crop that has rapidly
expanded due to its profitability and income potential.

Fieldwork observations, regional agricultural statistics, and satellite imagery reveal the expansion of
apple cultivation, which has gained increasing attention and come to dominate certain local areas.
Likewise, saffron cultivation has received considerable policy and investment interest, leading to deep
transformations in the structural composition of rural landscapes across producing zones.

The saffron sector has substantially improved household incomes and attracted both local and foreign
investors committed to its valorization and marketing, thereby consolidating saffron as a registered
territorial brand of Talouine. Its cultivation stands out as one of Morocco’s pioneering national
experiences in the reconfiguration of mountainous rural areas through the valorization of territorial
products requiring specific natural and local know-how.

Keywords : Territorial/rustic products; spatial reconfiguration; rural dynamics; climate
change; migration.
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