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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the dynamics of territorial space and its relationship to the
development of competitive hubs, using the Cosmetic Valley hub in France as a case study. It
highlighted the role of territorial space in enhancing competitiveness and supporting economic
development. The work stems from a central question: how does territorial organization, based on
geographical, institutional, and organizational proximity, contribute to creating a dynamic environment
within the cosmetics industrial district?

The article adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, starting with the collection and analysis of a
range of data. This included interviews with key members and stakeholders within the hub, as well as
data obtained from field research conducted as part of a strategic planning and consulting project for
the hub. This approach facilitated a historical tracing of the territorial space's development. The
adopted approach enabled an understanding of the hub's structural evolution and transformations
through various stages, from a mere professional association to local production systems, and finally to
a competitive hub with a formal structure and national and international reach. The study concluded
that the development of Cosmetic Valley was not solely a result of geographical proximity, but rather
the product of a complex interplay between institutional and organizational proximity and the building
of collaborative networks among economic and institutional actors. It also revealed that institutional
framing and legitimacy, essential for establishing the hub's identity, were crucial elements in expanding
its reach and enhancing its capacity to mobilize new resources and foster innovation. This makes
competitive hubs an effective model for territorial development based on innovation, collaboration, and
renewal.

Keywords: Territorial space, competitive hubs, Cosmetic Valley, territorial proximity,
development.
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