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Abstract

This research examines the profound geopolitical shifts in Syria following the formation of a
new government on March 30, 2025, marked by a complete Iranian withdrawal and a significant
reduction in Russian military presence. The study highlights Syria’s renewed strategic importance
for NATO and proposes a comprehensive engagement strategy with the new Syrian government.
Given Syria’s pivotal geographic location and the decline of Russian and Iranian influence, the
country presents a historic opportunity for NATO to secure its southern flank, enhance regional
stability, and cultivate a stable pro-Western ally. The proposed strategy includes strengthening
military and security capabilities, modernizing intelligence agencies, and developing advanced
cyber defenses, with the long-term goal of integrating Syria into the broader Euro-Atlantic
security framework.

Research Question: How can NATO develop and implement a comprehensive strategic plan to
engage with the new Syrian government (post-March 2025), leveraging the diminishing influence
of Russia and Iran, to build a stable and secure Syria that can become a strategic ally in the
Middle East—particularly through the development of military, security, intelligence, and
cybersecurity capabilities?

Methodology: This research employs a geopolitical and strategic analytical framework,
drawing on concepts such as "power vacuums," "regional security clusters," and "alliance
formation," while incorporating elements from state-building theories and security sector reform.
The analysis reviews diverse sources, including academic articles, news reports, and political
documents, within a hypothetical 2025 scenario. A qualitative and interpretive approach is used
to analyze cause-and-effect relationships and derive strategic recommendations.
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