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Abstract

This research presents an in-depth analytical examination of the geopolitical frameworks
governing the escalating Russian and Chinese presence in the African sphere, tracing the
historical trajectories of these ties from the Soviet legacy to early Chinese exploratory

expeditions.

The study deconstructs contemporary mechanisms of influence: Moscow employs tools of
"military diplomacy" and hybrid security arrangements to capitalize on emerging
opportunities and fill strategic vacuums, whereas Beijing relies on massive investment
packages, infrastructure development, and soft power diplomacy to consolidate its
economic interests. Furthermore, the article addresses the structural determinants driving
this intense competition, highlighting the centrality of Africa's strategic geography and
vital maritime chokepoints, its immense reserves of energy and critical minerals, its
demographic dynamics, and the exploitation by major powers of its political fragility and
enduring security conflicts.

Ultimately, the relative success of both strategies stems less from the ingenuity of their
design than from the objective opportunities offered by Africa itself—such as its prime
geostrategic location, vast natural resources, youthful demography, and acute
developmental gaps. Together, these determinants create fertile ground for foreign
exploitation. Africa does not attract this level of international attention simply because
Russia and China are powerful, but because the continent itself presents the ideal
conditions for foreign intervention.

Keywords: African Geopolitics, Russian Strategic Influence, Chinese Economic
Investments, Strategic Resources, Regional Security, Hybrid Power Dynamics.
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